December 24k, 1959

Kr. Mark Ptashne
3900 Xerxes Avenue, S0.
Minneapolls 10, Minn.

Dear Mr. Ptashne:

To yours of the 10th.

I am afrald | can't glve you a conclusive answer about the possibillty
of summer employment for 1960. | can't rule It out completdy, but the pros-
pects of thete being space and a useful occupation for you are not good
enough that | should encourage you not to look elsewhere. However, If you
are thinking about Stanford for elther graduate for mbdical work, | hope you
will apply In good time, since we do have a nunber of research fellowships,

bothfor graduate students, and on a highly selective basis, for part-time
Iinvestigation by medical students.

If you have an opportunity to visit Stanford, | will be happy to discuss
your further plans. | will be away until January 5, and again from January
10 - 18, and the week of April 10; otherwise, you have a falr chance of
finding me here. On the whole | would advise you against choosing medical
school unless you explicitly plan to continue clinical investligations, that

Is with patients. |f this does not discourage you, ! think Stanford would
have an unusual program for you. :

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetics
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